Declension of nouns and adjectives

These notes give a general overview of regularly and irregularly-declined nouns and adjectives. More detailed
descriptions can be found in An Caighdedn Oifiginiil, Graiméar Gaeilge na mBrdithre Criostai and other grammars,
and detailed information of their various inflected forms can be found in the grammar files on www.teanglann.
ie, which also features a Grammar Wizard that matches any noun with a preposition and/or adjective and
automatically generates the correct standard inflections.

Nouns and adjectives in Irish generally fall within declensions, which are essentially formulae or sets of
rules which set out how they change according to their grammatical context. There are five declensions for
nouns and three for adjectives in Irish, and nouns or adjectives which don’t conform to any declension are
described as irregular. In this dictionary, nouns and adjectives are categorised by declension according to O
Doénaill’s Focloir Gaeilge-Béarla (1977), the last major Irish-English dictionary to be published and the primary
reference source for Irish orthography.

A.NOUNS

Nouns in Irish have four main forms: nominative singular, genitive singular, nominative plural and genitive
plural. The declension to which a noun belongs is based on how that noun changes from nominative singular
to genitive singular:

1st Declension, the final consonant is slenderised;
- 2nd Declension, the ending changes to -¢ or -(a)i;
- 3rd Declension, the ending changes to -a;
- 4th Declension, there is no change from nominative to genitive;
- sth Declension, the ending of the word changes to a broad consonant.

While some word endings in a given declension may indicate what plural forms a noun might have, it is
often impossible to reliably predict the plural forms of nouns and it is advised to check sources such as www.
teanglann.ie, www.tearma.ie or Focloir Gaeilge-Béarla where all forms of nouns are to be found.

Strong and weak plurals:

- If a noun has the same form in both nominative and genitive plural (for example ddnta > danta, oifigi >
oifigi, cluichi > cluichi), it is called a strong plural.
If a noun has different forms in the nominative and genitive plural (for example focail > focal, fuinneoga >
fuinneog), it is called a weak plural. Except for a few irregular nouns that don’t belong to a declension, the
genitive plural form of weak plurals is the same as the nominative singular.

First declension (marked ‘m1’ in this dictionary)
First declension nouns are masculine and their nominative singular form ends in a broad consonant. Such
nouns are declined as follows:

- The genitive singular is formed by slenderising the final consonant: gluaistedn > gluaistedin (an gluaistedn
> tiomdnai an ghluaistedin); airgead > airgid (an t-airgead > fear an airgid).
The endings -ach, -each and -ioch become -aigh, -igh and -igh respectively in the genitive singular: oilednach
> oilednaigh (an t-oileanach > scéal an oileanaigh); Taoiseach > Taoisigh (an Taoiseach > ordid an Taoisigh);
coimhthioch > coimhthigh (an coimhthioch > teanga an choimhthigh).
The nominative plural is sometimes formed by slenderising the final consonant or by adding -a to the
singular form: an caisledn > na caisledin; an cleas > na cleasa. These are weak plurals: na caisledin > stair na
gceaisledn; na cleasa > Cii na gCleas.
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« The nominative plural may also be formed with endings such as -anna (carr > carranna);-ta (dion > dionta);
-tha (glor > glortha) and -ai (éadach > éadai). These are strong plurals: na carranna > luach na gcarranna; na
dionta > os cionn na ndionta; na glortha > fuaim na nglortha; na héadai > dath na n-éadai.

- The first declension contains a number of nouns with irregular plurals, e.g. bothar > boithre, doras > doirse,
smaoineamh > smaointe. These are generally strong plurals.

Second declension (marked ‘f2’ or ‘m2’ in this dictionary)
Second declension nouns are feminine (except im, sliabh). Their nominative singular form ends in a consonant
which may be broad or slender. Such nouns are declined as follows:

- The genitive singular is sometimes formed by adding -e to the end of the nominative singular, slenderising
the final consonant if required: cistin > cistine (an chistin > doras na cistine); bialann > bialainne (an bhialann
> bainisteoir na bialainne).

- Multisyllabic nouns ending in -ach and -each change to -ai and -i respectively in the genitive singular:
gealach > gealai (an ghealach > solas na gealai); bdisteach > bdisti (an bhdisteach > torann na bdisti);

- Nominative plurals formed by adding -a are weak plurals: na broga > luach na mbrég; na leabharlanna >
foireann na leabharlann;

- Strong plurals include those ending in -i, -anna, -ta, -te and -tha: na habairti > fad na n-abairti; na
duaiseanna > coiste na nduaiseanna; na tonnta > neart na dtonnta; na coillte > lucht na gcoillte; na tiortha >
stair na dtiortha.

+ The second declension includes a number of nouns with irregular plurals, e.g. scian > sceana; culaith >
cultacha. These are generally strong plurals.

Third declension (marked ‘f3’ or ‘m3’ in this dictionary)
The third declension includes both masculine and feminine nouns, all of which end with a consonant. Such
nouns are declined as follows:

- The genitive singular is formed by adding -a to the end of the nominative singular, broadening the final
consonant if required: gleann > gleanna (an gleann > muintir an ghleanna); feoil > feola (an fheoil > blas na
feola).

- Personal nouns describing a person’s work, role, character, etc are masculine and have strong plurals
ending in -i: druncaeir(i), baincéir(i), leisceoir(i), moltoir(i), dochtuir (7).

- As a general rule, monosyllabic nouns with a broad ending are masculine (am, bldth, ceacht, etc) and
nouns with slender endings are feminine (altdir, bliain, cuid, etc).

« Multisyllabic words ending in -(e)acht and -(a)iocht are feminine and have strong plurals ending in -ai:
scoldireacht(ai), eolaiocht(af).

- Compound words such as bunreacht, comhlacht and gnolacht are masculine because they are formed from
the monosyllabic masculine nouns reacht and lucht.

Fourth declension (marked ‘f4’ or ‘m4’ in this dictionary)
The fourth declension contains mostly masculine but also some feminine nouns. Almost all end in a vowel or
the suffix -in. Such nouns are declined as follows:

- Nouns retain their singular and plural forms in both nominative and genitive cases: ministir > ministir
(an ministir > teach an mhinistir); uisce > uisce (an t-uisce > tobar an uisce); eolaithe > eolaithe (na heolaithe >
obair na n-eolaithe); oibrithe > oibrithe (na hoibrithe > urlabhrai na n-oibrithe).

- All nouns have strong plurals.

Fifth declension (marked ‘f5’ or ‘mgs’ in this dictionary)
The fifth declension contains, with a few exceptions, feminine nouns which end in a slender consonant or
vowel. Such nouns are declined as follows:
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- In the genitive singular, nouns are given broad endings such as -ach, -d, -(n)n or -r: beoir > beorach (an
bheoir > blas na beorach); namhaid > namhad (an namhaid > forsai an namhad); Albain > Rialtas na hAlban;

athair > athar (an t-athair > tréithe an athar).

- Plurals are strong with the exception of caora, faocha and lacha: na caoirigh > Gleann na gCaorach; na
faochain > fear diolta na bhfaochan; na lachain > nead na lachan.
- Some personal nouns are masculine, i.e. athair, brdthair, cara, dearthdir, namhaid.

Irregular nouns

The following nouns are to some degree outside of the traditional five declensions. Although full declensions
are given here, im and olann are not commonly used in the plural.

Nominative singular Genitive singular Nominative plural Genitive plural
bean mna mna ban
bd bo ba bo
deoch di deochanna deochanna
dia dé déithe déithe
im ime imeanna imeanna
la lae laethanta laethanta
leaba leapa leapacha leapacha
mi miosa mionna mionna
olann olla olanna olann
talaimh (masc)
talamh OR tailte tailte
talun (fem)
teach ti tithe tithe
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B. ADJECTIVES

Adjectives in Irish have four main forms: nominative singular [sing], genitive singular masculine [gsm], genitive
singular feminine [gsf], and plural [plur]. The declension to which an adjective belongs is based on how that
adjective inflects in these four forms. The adjective agrees with its noun in case and number, i.e. if its noun is
feminine and in the genitive singular, the adjective is accordingly in the genitive singular feminine form, etc.

First Declension (marked ‘a1’ in this dictionary): the adjective ends on a consonant and is inflected along one
of the following patterns:

sing gasm osf plur
a. ban bain baine bana
b. glic glic glice glice
c. cleasach cleasaigh cleasai cleasacha

Second Declension (marked ‘a2’ in this dictionary): the adjective ends on -(i)uil and is inflected along the
following pattern:

sing gasm osf plur
misniuil misniuil misniula misniula

Third Declension (marked ‘a3’ in this dictionary): the adjective ends on a vowel and doesn’t change:

sing gasm osf plur
cliste cliste cliste cliste

Irregular Adjectives (marked ‘adj’ in this dictionary): Any adjective which does not conform to any of the
above patterns is deemed to be irregular, however a significant number of these irregular adjectives are similar
to the First Declension except that they remain unchanged in the genitive singular masculine. These include
all adjectives ending on a long vowel or diphthong followed by -ch (-dch, -aech, -éach, -iach, -ioch, -uach, etc);
and many monosyllabic adjectives ending in a broad consonant, including beacht, cing, deas, docht, fann, fionn,
fliuch, gann, gearr, mall, mear, moch, nocht, trom and tur:

sing gasm osf plur
lach lach laiche lacha
buioch buioch buiche buiocha
deas deas deise deasa
trom trom troime troma

Adjectives qualifying weak and strong plurals

- Adjectives qualifying strong plurals also take the same form in both nominative and genitive plural: na
danta luatha > foilsiu na nddanta luatha, na hoifigi gnothacha > foireann na n-oifigi gnothacha, na cluichi
mora > torthai na gcluichi mora.

- Adjectives qualifying weak plurals have a plural form in the nominative case and revert to their nominative
singular form in the genitive plural: na focail shuimiula > bri na bhfocal suimiuil, na fuinneoga mora > gloine
na bhfuinneog mor, na saothair luatha > foilsii na saothar luath.
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C. EXEMPLAR TABLES OF NOUNS AND ADJECTIVES TOGETHER

1) Nouns in the First Declension and accompanying adjectives

Strong plurals:

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an cogadh mor

cuiseanna an chogaidh
mhoir

na cogai mora

cuiseanna na gcogai mora

an samhradh fada

teas an tsamhraidh thada

na samhrai fada

teas na samhrai fada

Weak plurals:

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an leabhar cailiuil

udar an leabhair chailiuil

na leabhair chailiula

udar na leabhar cailiuil

an t-éan beag

canadh an éin bhig

na héin bheaga

canadh na n-éan beag

an clar conspoideach

abhar an
chlair chonspdidigh

na clair chonspoideacha

abhar na gclar conspoideach

2) Nouns in the Second Declension and accompanying adjectives

Strong plurals:

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an lamhscribhinn chailiuil

stair na lamhscribhinne
cailiula

na lamhscribhinni cailiula

stair na lamhscribhinni
cailiula

cuiseanna na n-earraidi

an earraid bheag cuis na hearraide bige na hearraidi beaga beaga
. 29 : s na ceisteanna freagrai na gceisteanna
an cheist chonspoideach freagra na ceiste conspoidi . grainag
conspoideacha conspoideacha

an tsraid fhada

ar feadh na sraide fada

na sraideanna fada

ar feadh na sraideanna fada
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Weak plurals:

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an bhrog bhog

bonn na broige boige

na broga boga

boinn na mbrog bog

an chlairseach bhinn

ceol na clairsi binne

na clairseacha binne

ceol na gclairseach binn

an chartlann chluiteach

catalog na cartlainne cluiti

na cartlanna cluiteacha

cataloga na
gcartlann cluiteach

an thuinneog mhor

gloine na fuinneoige moire

na fuinneoga mora

gloine na bhfuinneog mor

3) Nouns in the Third Declension and accompanying adjectives

All strong plurals:

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an léachtoir cailiuil (masc)

saothar an
léachtora chailiuil

na léachtoiri cailiula

saothar na léachtoiri cailiula

an bhanrion chailiuil (fem)

saol na banriona cailiula

na banrionacha cailiula

saol na mbanrionacha
cailiula

an t-eas beag (masc)

torann an easa bhig

na heasanna beaga

torann na n-easanna beaga

an eagraiocht bheag (fem)

obair na heagraiochta bige

na heagraiochtai beaga

obair na n-eagraiochtai
beaga

an cainteoir conspoideach

oraid an chainteora

na cainteoiri conspdideacha

oraidi na gcainteoiri

moire

(masc) chonspodidigh conspoideacha

an chomhdhail indiaidh na comhdhala na comhdhalacha indiaidh na gcomhdhalacha
chonspdideach (fem) conspoidi conspoideacha conspoideacha

an gleann mor (masc) duiche an ghleanna mhoir na gleannta mora duiche na ngleannta mora
an ghlusiseacht mhér (fem) ceannairi na gluaiseachta na gluaiseachtai méra ceannairi na ngluaiseachtai

mora

an sos fada (masc)

le linn an tsosa thada

na sosanna fada

le linn na sosanna fada

an tseanmoir thada (fem)

téacs na seanmora fada

na seanmoiri fada

téacs na seanmoiri fada
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4) Nouns in the Fourth Declension and accompanying adjectives

All strong plurals:

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an drama cailiuil (masc)

udar an drama chailiuil

na dramai cailiula

udar na ndramai cailiula

an duiche chailiuil (fem)

stair na duiche cailiula

na duichi cailiula

stair na nduichi cailiula

an t-asailin beag (masc)

cro an asailin bhig

na hasailini beaga

cro na n-asailini beaga

an aiste bheag (fem)

ag scriobh na haiste bige

na haisti beaga

ag scriobh na n-aisti beaga

an cluiche conspoideach
(masc)

tar éis an chluiche
chonspdidigh

na cluichi conspoideacha

tar éis na gcluichi
conspoideacha

an chuideachta
chonspoideach (fem)

stiurthoir na cuideachta
conspoidi

na cuideachtai
conspoideacha

stitrthoiri na gcuideachtai
conspoideacha

an féasta mor (masc)

le linn an théasta mhoir

na féastai mora

le linn na bhféastai mora

an tharraige mhor (fem)

trasna na farraige moire

na farraigi mora

trasna na bhfarraigi mora

an slabhra fada (masc)

ag tarraingt an tslabhra
thada

na slabhrai fada

ag tarraingt na slabhrai fada

an tslea thada (fem)

ag caitheamh na slea fada

na sleanna fada

ag caitheamh na sleanna
fada

5) Nouns in the Fifth Declension and accompanying adjectives

All strong plurals:

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an litir chailiuil

data na litreach cailiula

na litreacha cailiula

datai na litreacha cailiula

an abhainn bheag

timpeall na habhann bige

na haibhneacha beaga

timpeall na n-aibhneacha
beaga

28 ag - g 2851 g 29 bailit na gcanacha
an chain chonspdideach bailit na canach conspoidi na canacha conspoideacha na g
conspoideacha
. foireann na monarchan . foireann na monarchana
an mhonarcha mhor -, na monarchana mora .
moire mora




Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an tseanchathair stairiuil

ballai na seanchathrach
stairiula

na seanchathracha stairiula

ballai na seanchathracha
stairiula

an cara maith

tréithe an charad mhaith

na cairde maithe

tréithe na gcairde maithe

an namhaid fiochmhar

ionsai an namhad
thiochmhair

na naimhde fiochmhara

ionsai na
naimhde fiochmhara

6) Irregular nouns and accompanying adjectives

Nominative singular

Genitive singular

Nominative plural

Genitive plural

an bhean shaibhir scéal na mna saibhre na mna saibhre scéal na mban saibhir

an bho bhradach nos na bo bradai na ba bradacha nos na mbo bradach

an deoch dheireanach ag Ol na di deireanai na deochanna deireanacha giiila;li;cizochanna

an dia bréagach iomha an dé bhréagaigh na déithe bréagacha i?(ile?i}iﬁzrtl;:;gacha
anlafada indiaidh an lae thada na laethanta fada indiaidh na laethanta fada
an leaba chung faoi bhun na leapa cuinge naleapacha cunga faoi bhun na leapacha cunga

an mhi fthuar

le linn na miosa fuaire

na mionna fuara

le linn na mionna fuara

an olann mhin

luach na holla mine

na holanna mine

luach na n-olann min

an talamh bocht

ag saothru an

talaimh bhoicht

OR

ag saothru na talun boichte

na tailte bochta

ag saothru na dtailte bochta

an teach mor

muintir an ti mhoir

na tithe mora

muintir na dtithe mora




